[Progress of cancer stem cells of solid tumor].
Stem cells have some characteristics similar to tumor cells, and may be the origin of tumor cells. Stem cell-like subpopulation has been isolated and identified from hematopoietic system malignancies and solid tumors, and defined as cancer stem cells. Cancer stem cells play important roles in the initiation and progression of malignancies. Tumor might be a kind of diseases of stem cells, and this finding may help to understand the mechanisms of tumorigenesis and instruct clinical therapeutics.